
For such a time as this. 

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE 

 

So… it’s more like melodrama than biblical history!  A soap opera rather than 

what we’d expect to read in the bible!  What do you think?  It has it all: strong 

ambitious men; beautiful intelligent women; groups vying for power and control; 

death threats; risk taking; genocide; ethnic cleansing; self sacrifice; evil forces and 

good winning in the end! 

There are characters full of greed, power, prejudice and arrogance, who 

manipulate and oppress others to serve their own egos.  There are others of 

integrity and dignity who show immense courage and who speak the truth.  It is a 

story that takes place in the secular court of a worldly king and a story in which 

God is never mentioned.  So…. What do you think? 

It is a story that is strikingly ambiguous about pretty much everything, and 

certainly not an easy story from which to learn how we are to live.  So…. what do 

you think? 

Oddly, perhaps the real power of the story lies in all those things, because it 

reflects the world in which we spend most of our time:  a world where God is 

seldom mentioned.  Most of us like a good ending…. Don’t we?  I think we might 

find the ending of the story of Esther as challenging as the rest of it…Or maybe 

not!  

“On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict 

commanded by the king was to be carried out. On this day the enemies of 

the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables were turned 

and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. 
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The Jews 

assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those 

determined to destroy them. No one could stand against them, because the 

people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them. 
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And all the 

nobles of the provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king’s 



administrators helped the Jews, because fear of Mordecai had seized them. 
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Mordecai was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout 

the provinces, and he became more and more powerful.” (Esther 9 v 1 – 4) 

This was the day when the Jews were going to be wiped out. But the tables are 

turned and it is a triumph for the Jews themselves.  We cannot begin to imagine 

what it must have been like for them leading up to this day.  They have held 

tenaciously to their faith through this difficult time.  Friends, maybe sometimes, 

that’s what we need to do – as individuals and as a community of the people of 

God.  Maybe, truth is, right now, despite everything that’s going on around you, 

that is what you need to do! 

It seems the Jews had many enemies. Prejudice and discrimination are dangerous 

things.  How far are we from those things?  How far from them are you?  There is 

no place for them in the kingdom of God.  There is no place from them in the 

church.  So, how are you doing? 

“ 
The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and 

destroying them, and they did what they pleased to those who hated them. 
6 

In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men. 
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They also killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 
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Poratha, Adalia, 

Aridatha, 
9 

Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaizatha, 
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the ten sons of Haman 

son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not lay their 

hands on the plunder. 

11 
The number of those killed in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king 

that same day. 
12 

The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and 

destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman in the citadel of 

Susa. What have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is 

your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? It will also be 

granted.” 

13 
“If it pleases the king,” Esther answered, “give the Jews in Susa 

permission to carry out this day’s edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten 

sons be impaled on poles.” 

14 
So the king commanded that this be done. An edict was issued in Susa, 

and they impaled the ten sons of Haman. 
15 

The Jews in Susa came together 



on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and they put to death in Susa 

three hundred men, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 

16 
Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who were in the king’s provinces 

also assembled to protect themselves and get relief from their enemies. 

They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay their hands on the 

plunder. 
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This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and 

on the fourteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy.” 

(Esther 9 v 5 – 17) 

Would I be the only one to find this slightly troubling?  Suddenly the Jews have 

the power and appear to exact revenge on their enemies.  How do you feel about 

that?  Have you ever wanted to do the same – not so much kill your enemy but 

certainly show them who’s boss?  

A couple of things by way of explanation.  First, the cultural context is completely 

different to today.  We might remember Jesus words about turning the other 

cheek, but the Jews in Esther’s time did not have the benefit of his teaching.  

 Second, this was maybe more about defending themselves than outright 

aggression.  The new law allowed them to defend their lives and their property – 

and that’s what they did.  Despite the new law, there were still plenty of people 

who wanted to destroy the Jews and would take the opportunity.  The way justice 

was dispensed at this time was very different to the way we understand it today.  

They lived under the rule of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, which was 

designed to stop disproportionate slaughter for the sake of it.  

 Third, the Jews were actually extraordinarily controlled here. They took no 

advantage of their success by taking any plunder.  This is a recurring theme in the 

story of the Jews and is repeated here in the text a number of times.  Common 

practice for the victors in war in those days was to take the spoils of war as well as 

the lives of their enemies.  The people of Israel consistently showed restraint by 

leaving plunder untouched. There were serious consequences when they violated 

this command of God.  You may remember the story of their defeat at Ai soon 

after entering the promised land in Joshua chapter 7.  Achan took and hid some of 

the plunder from the victory over the Jericho.  In the next battle at Ai, the Israelite 

army was humiliatingly defeated.  Achan was found to be guilty of taking some of 

the devoted things, and he and his family paid the price!  



 Fourth, they gained no personal benefit from the defeat of their enemies.  Had 

the Jews been defeated, it’s a pretty sure bet Haman would have benefitted by 

keeping at least some of their wealth for himself, the Jews did not wish to 

demean themselves in the same way!   

Lastly, the Jews did no more than was necessary to defend themselves.  Haman 

would have destroyed the entire Jewish nation. The temptation to get even must 

have been strong. They had lived for so long with the threat of annihilation, but 

they resisted, protected themselves yes, but not exacting revenge for the sake of 

it. 

So… what do you think?  We still tend to struggle with the idea that the taking of 

a life is anything but wrong.  Truth is, it was simply not an option for the Jews at 

that moment in history.  And, friends, we have to wrestle with that.  

How do you respond this statement: “Don’t get mad, Get even!”    How about 

you?  How much is this something you need to address in your life right now?   

What do you think of Esther so far? 

 
“If it pleases the king,” Esther answered, “give the Jews in Susa permission 

to carry out this day’s edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten sons be 

impaled on poles.” (Esther 9 v 13) 

What do you think of her now?  Maybe for her this is about finishing the job 

properly. It is a little difficult to understand though.  It leads some commentators 

to see Esther as no better than anyone else in the story, that in truth she was as 

manipulative as all the rest – out for self interest when push comes to shove!  Is 

what she did good or bad?  Along with the rest of the story, it’s actually quite hard 

to tell.   

Friends, it does seem to me that this is precisely the point of the story of Esther.  

Much of it is ambiguous and finding God in it leaves us with probably as many 

questions as answers.  But… question: Isn’t that the same in your life?  Isn’t much 

of your life and what happens to you, and around you strangely ambiguous.  

Ambiguous at least from the point of view of being able to see God in it.  Often it 

is really quite hard to know precisely how to act in any given situation, as both a 

follower of Christ and a human being! 



Look at Esther in her story: prized for her beauty – something we tell our girls, 

especially today, is only skin deep and they should avoid believing that about 

themselves; trained for a whole year to be good for one night with the king – not 

something we’d probably be encouraging our daughters to aspire to; becoming 

part of a secular power and hiding her Jewish identity; requesting an extra day of 

killing!   

Seems there is much we cannot understand in all of this, but what does seem to 

be clear is that God is at work in this remarkable story. And God is able to take 

these lives and their choices, and do his stuff!  We might look at the story of 

Esther and our own lives and see that when we are at our best, God can use us!  

We might also look at this story and our own lives and say – even when we are at 

our worst, somehow God is at work. 

We can easily look back at the story of Esther and judge her and the others in the 

story and decide what was good and what was not. And maybe we’d even be 

right!  But maybe that misses the point completely!  Maybe the point is that both 

in the story of Esther, and in our own lives, God is able to meet us in our best 

moments and our worst moments.  That maybe God is able to use what we get 

right and what we get wrong. 

Am I saying it doesn’t matter if we do right or wrong?  No, of course not, we 

always try to do what is right.  My point is that much of the time we don’t know 

what to do – do we?  We like to pretend we do – and that’s why, I think, we are 

often so quick to judge the actions of others.  Maybe, just maybe, God’s bigger 

and better than that!  Maybe God is at work in things that simply make no sense 

to us! 

Friends, how can we ever be certain that God is at work?  One commentator I 

read said that this story of Esther is the first time the Jews really believed God 

without the presence of miracles.  They had to hang onto their faith and belief in 

Him when they could see no evidence of His presence.  Fantastic! Isn’t that what 

we have to do most of the time?  Isn’t that what you are probably doing right now 

- hanging in there when there is seemingly no evidence that God is at work? 

That’s faith – relying on the truth about God, from his word, so that even when 

events seem incompatible with what we expect given God’s power, we can hold 

onto the truth; that He is at work in the mess! 



Friends, the author of Esther calls us to trust in the power and presence of God 

even when, and perhaps especially when, he seems absent and we cannot 

imagine how he could possibly do what he has promised in his word!  Perhaps, 

the story teaches us to be more open to the creative and unexpected ways God 

works in and through us. 

We walk by faith and not by sight in a secular world where God is largely ignored.  

We are to live knowing that both our best moments and our worst are all a part of 

what God is doing in and through us and the lives of others.  Mostly we cannot 

see the beginning from the end or the middle for that matter.  The story of Esther 

assures us that we do not have to! 

Esther closes with the Jews having something to celebrate. And so friends, do we.  

No Esther, no Christmas story – something we should celebrate with all our heart, 

soul, mind and strength.  God with us, for us, alongside us – in all that life throws 

at us.  Esther – for such a time as this!  A baby in a manger – for such a time as 

this!  You and me, now, here, today, for such a times as this – absolutely!  Maybe 

that is something to celebrate! 
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