
For Such a time as this. 

KEEP ON KEEPING ON! 

 

I remember well a football match I played in Crawley a number of years ago.  It 

was nip and tuck as to who would win the league that season – it was between us 

and the team who’s name I can’t remember!  With two games to go it was in our 

hands – if we won both games we would win the title!  In the first of those two 

games we were 2-1 up with seconds to go. They had an attack and I cleared the 

ball, kicking it as far as I could off the pitch hoping to waste the last seconds to 

secure a win.  “Job done!” I thought as I watched the ball rolling further from the 

pitch.  Their player ran after the ball, ran back, hurled the ball as far as he could 

from the throw in – and their centre forward rose to score with a header! 

The moment the ball hit the back of the net, the final whistle blew!  We won our 

final game but finished second in the league!  “Job done!” I had thought!  Trouble 

was, it wasn’t over – we needed to keep on going! 

The end of Esther chapter 7 seems like the happy ending doesn’t it?  The fact that 

Esther 8, 9 and 10 exist tell us a different story. Maybe its not over just yet!  

Haman has gone, the danger averted….. or is it?  A victory has been won, an 

enemy defeated, but there is still much to be done!  Sometimes it seems that 

everything significant has happened … we’re done! But that is often misleading! 

Sometimes what still needs to be done after the event itself proves far more 

demanding than what has already happened.  Friends, it may be that is true for us 

as a church at this particular moment.  In September we celebrated, rightly, the 

completion of the church redevelopment project.  We completely finished raising 

the £ 2.2million required for the project.  That was a massive achievement for 

which I remain extremely thankful to all of you who have been in any way part of 

the journey.  So, we’ve finished it!  It’s done, over!  But is it…. really…. over, that 

is? 



We may be done with the building, although we have some questions to answer 

there in truth… what is the building supposed to be for?  Isn’t it to declare God’s 

praise, develop Christian disciples and to demonstrate God’s love – our purpose!  

Is that finished? 

We could sit back, pat ourselves on the back, enjoy the building, feel good, spend 

our hard earned money on stuff for ourselves…or we could accept that, in truth 

we’re not done – not even close to done, that there is a whole host of work still 

ahead.  Truth is it might just be even harder than parting with our money to build 

a building!  How are we doing?  How are you doing? 

“That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the 

enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for 

Esther had told how he was related to her. 
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The king took off his signet 

ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. 

And Esther appointed him over Haman’s estate.” (Esther 8 v 1 -2) 

King Xerxes had discovered by now what had been going on that he had largely 

been unaware of.  Haman, whom he had trusted, turned out to be a traitor. He 

now realized that not only was Mordecai a Jew, but so too was his wife Esther!  

He had learnt Mordecai and he were related by marriage since Esther and 

Mordecai were cousins!  Ordinarily after such an event, the king would claim 

Haman’s estate for himself, but he gave it to Esther – maybe by way of apology or 

compensation. And he made Mordecai Prime Minister by giving him the signet 

ring of the office! Perhaps now, the king sees the true character of both Esther 

and Mordecai. 

How are you cultivating your character?  Character matters remember, because 

every choice you make moves you towards God, or away from God!  How are you 

doing? 

“Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She 

begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he 

had devised against the Jews. 
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Then the king extended the gold scepter to 

Esther and she arose and stood before him. 
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“If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favor and 

thinks it the right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be 

written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha, the 

Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. 
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For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see 

the destruction of my family?” (Esther 8 v 3 -6) 

But it’s not over is it?  The edict issued by the King at the request of Haman is still 

in force – the Jews still face annihilation!  The king has not granted Esther’s 

request!  Esther assumes nothing, she keeps on keeping on!  Again she acts, 

putting her life on the line to plead with the king!  It’s about character!  Truth is, 

wealth (that Esther has just acquired in abundance), prestige or personal security 

were not enough to satisfy her.  Her satisfaction would not come from things. For 

her, the most important thing was the safety and freedom of her people. She was 

not so much concerned for herself and her comfort, as for others.  How about 

you?  How much are you concerned about your own comfort and security and 

how much about others who are “lost?”  Friends, we are not done!  We have not 

finished!  Who are you praying into the baptism pool?  Who are you wrestling for 

in your heart? 

Friends, coming to church, looking at the lovely building, sitting back on our 

laurels thinking, “Yes this is a good church, haven’t we done well,” is missing the 

point completely.  Someone once prayed, “Lord the only thing most of us know 

about sacrifice is how to spell the word.”  How about you? 

King David refused to offer a sacrifice that cost him nothing!  How about you…for 

your friends, your family, your work colleagues, your neighbour, the other people 

in this church?  Esther could not do everything, but she did what she could – and 

she did something!  She went to the king and put her life on the line again!   

Friends, it is up to us to figure out what we can do. It is up to you to figure out 

what you can do.  You can ask others to help you figure it out, but in the end it’s 

up to you to figure out what you can do. And I want to invite you to something 

most of us could make the choice to do in the New Year! 

I am very well aware it will not be possible for everyone, but it is a place to begin 

if we want to make it happen!  It is a call to come together to pray together. For 

the season between the New Year and Easter we are making the third Sunday 



evening a meeting for praying for this church and all its ministries.  Actually it will 

be four Sunday evenings .   This is an invitation to make a small sacrifice to come 

together and lay this church and all it does before God! There will be no agenda – 

we simply want to pray and worship and plead for others!  What might God be 

able to do if we make the sacrifice and together we pray for others!  You, of 

course, have to figure out your response!   

Our Vision statement says that we will be radical followers of Christ… 

transforming communities.  There are many ways we can be part of the 

transformation of a community, but here’s what I’m thinking:  if the community of 

the people of God, in our case, mostly CBC, were to be a community that really 

reflected the Gospel message, then it would be a light on a hill, attractive to those 

outside it. 

One of our thrusts, the way we walk towards the Vision is about being, “Lights on 

a hill!” It reads: “We will be kingdom people whose lives shine in the darkness and 

are attractive to others because God’s light and love can be seen in all we do, 

helping them to find faith.” 

I want to be part of a church that lives like that…don’t you?  By meeting together 

and praying together our hope is that we see the Vision come to life and others 

find the truth of Christ! 

“King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because 

Haman attacked the Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have 

impaled him on the pole he set up. 
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Now write another decree in the king’s 

name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s 

signet ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his 

ring can be revoked.” (Esther 8 v 7 - 8) 

The king can’t change the law he’s made but he can write a new one, which is 

what he does, and Mordecai, in the verses that follow sends out the new edict 

that saves and protects the Jews, as fast as is humanly possible.  The message 

went out to all the ends of the empire and it went in the people’s own language!  

“For God so loved the world!” (John 3v6)  It doesn’t say he loved one nation or 

one language group it’s everyone, the whole lot!  That’s why we have these 

wonderful flags – to help us remember.  Truth is, God speaks your language!  

Friends, we need to get the message out in a language people can understand! 



Mordecai got his scribes and translators to write the edict in the language of each 

people group.  He did that so that everyone, whoever they were, and whatever 

language they spoke, understood the message!  What language do you speak?  

You might answer English… or French…. or Romanian, or Italian, or Spanish…. But 

you may also answer the question another way: my language is football, or music, 

or walking, or reading, or hospitality…. What language do you speak? 

Friends, the point is quite simply this: be the person God created you to be. Enjoy 

the things he’s given you to enjoy and while you are living that out and the love of 

God is in you, you will speak to others about his love!  Sometimes we like to make  

it sound theological by calling this kind of thing “friendship evangelism.”  It’s just 

about being with people who speak the same language as you do, and being with 

them you give them the opportunity to hear the message of truth that God loves 

them because he loves them because he loves them! 

“In every province and in every city to which the edict of the king came, 

there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating. 

And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of the 

Jews had seized them.” (Esther 8 v 17) 

The edict was, of course, a cause for celebration for the Jews. The edict 

announcing their annihilation had been surpassed. They now had the power to 

defend themselves against any attack from anyone who might wish to carry out 

the first edict regardless.  Truth is, there are always those who stand against 

God’s people, but God is never thwarted and God’s people always have cause to 

celebrate! 

It is interesting to note that many people became Jews at this point!  It is quite 

possible that many, because they now feared the Jews, figured that aligning 

themselves with the Jews would be in their best interests!  Changing sides is often 

expedient!  What kind of person are you? 

Sometimes I get people express concern that their children are visiting a Hindu 

Temple or a Mosque as part of their RE studies. My answer is simply this: going to 

a Hindu temple doesn’t make you a Hindu any more than going to McDonalds 

makes you a beef-burger!  If it were true, everyone in church would be a 

Christian!  How about you? 



Being here is, I hope, good - but to know Christ you must open your heart to him, 

and when we have opened our heart to his great love for us, we follow Esther’s 

example and keep on keeping on because there’s still much to do!  We keep on 

keeping on all the while people are in danger!  Because we know God is at work 

and wants none to perish! 
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