
Love Wins 

A SECOND CHANCE? 

 

It’s the British Open Golf Championship of 1999. It was played at Carnoustie in 

Scotland. All the big names of the day were there hoping to add this tournament 

to all the others they’ve won.  There were, of course, a few hopefuls in the field; 

maybe this time they’d play that perfect round that would lead them to victory.  

As in all good tournaments, it comes down to the last hole. The 18th hole at the 

Carnoustie is a 480 yard par 4.   

On the last hole of the 1999 British Open Championship one man stood on the tee 

with a 7 shot lead, that’s right – a 7 shot lead. All he had to do was score a 6 on a 

par 4 on the last hole of the tournament and he wins.  He wins not only the 

tournament, but he wins a small fortune in cash and a place in golfing history.  Six 

shots…that’s all it will take… on a par four! 

It’s not an easy hole: fairly long with a burn crossing it at three points. But 6 shots!  

He gets out his driver and everyone raises an eyebrow, he’s going for glory!  But 

all he needs to do is get a 6!  His drive finds the rough off the fairway with still 240 

yards to the green!  He pulls out a 2 iron – not a shot to play from deep rough. His 

second shot lands in deep marsh. Why didn’t he just chip out onto the fairway – 

he only needs a 6? 

His next shot lands in the water, his next in the sand!  He’s now taken 5 shots 

(penalty drop from the water) and he’s not yet on the green!  Best he can hope 

for now is a 7 and a tie and a play off!  He makes the 7 (to the great relief of the 

crowd) but loses the play off.  Frenchman Jean van der Velde isn’t remembered 

for winning but for messing up.1   

Wonder if he could play that 18
th

 hole again, I wonder what he’d do – a 5 iron off 

the tee – just to tap it down the middle of the fairway…. 6 shots!!!! 
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Ever found yourself wishing for a second chance?  Yes… me too!  In golf there is 

something called a Mulligan. If you hit a really bad shot, a fellow player might say 

“Take a Mulligan.” To take a Mulligan means that shot doesn’t get recorded, it 

doesn’t get written down, it doesn’t even count!  To take a Mulligan is to have a 

second chance.  Jean van der Velde could have done with a couple of Mulligan’s.  

Maybe you could too in some area of your life: an opportunity to start over with a 

clean slate.  Wouldn’t it be good if life handed out Mulligan’s? Where would you 

take yours if it did?  I wonder how many of us, in truth, long for a second chance. I 

wonder how many of us live with “if only.” 

I have some questions for you that I would like you to answer!  What do you 

remember about Abraham?  He laughed when God told him he would bear a son 

and he lied that his wife was his sister!  What about Joseph?  He bragged about 

his dreams to his brothers making them hate him even more!  How about David?  

He committed adultery and murder!  What about Paul, formerly Saul?  He 

persecuted Christians having them put to death.  How about Jonah?  He ran away 

and tried to escape from God!   

What about Peter?  Peter was the disciple who recognized that Jesus was the 

Christ, the son of the living God. Jesus then explains that it is necessary for him to 

go to the cross whereupon Peter tries to rebuke Jesus for saying such a thing. 

Jesus tells Peter he’s speaking the words of Satan!  Peter, in the boat, who climbs 

out, begins to walk on the water but has to be rescued by Jesus because he looks 

at the waves and not at his Lord.  Peter who says, “Even if everyone else deserts 

you, I’ll follow you.”  Peter who then denies Jesus three times in his greatest hour 

of need.  Peter who thinks he can defend Jesus with a sword, cutting off the ear of 

a servant! 

After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of 

Tiberius, and He manifested Himself in this way. 
2 

Simon Peter, and Thomas 

called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, 

and two others of His disciples were together. 
3 

Simon Peter said to them, “I 

am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went 

out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. 



4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the 

disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them, “Children, you 

do not have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” 6 And He said to 

them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a 

catch.” So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the 

great number of fish. 7  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to 

Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 

his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into 

the sea. 
8 

But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far 

from the land, but about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full of 

fish. 

9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire already laid and 

fish placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish 

which you have now caught.” 
11 

Simon Peter went up and drew the net to 

land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so 

many, the net was not torn. (John 21 v 1 -11 NASB) 

It’s six am and Peter and the boys have fished all night but caught nothing. A voice 

from the shore drifts across the water, “Children, you haven’t caught anything 

have you?”  The question is designed to make them face the truth, it’s the only 

time he addresses them as children. “Any luck boys?”  The story begins with the 

admission of failure; we’ve caught nothing!  Jesus says; “Try again guys – put your 

net on the other side of the boat!”   

They do and they net almost more than they can handle.  Then the penny drops 

and they realize the voice belongs to Jesus.  Peter leaps into the water full of 

emotion. Perhaps he remembers another occasion recorded by Luke when Jesus 

tells them to fish after he’s borrowed Peter’s boat to preach from.  Peter tells him 

then, that they’d fished all night and caught nothing.  Jesus said try again, so they 

did and caught a huge catch of fish which almost caused the boat to sink.  Peter’s 

response then was, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  But Jesus 

knew that! 

Peter gets to the shore and finds Jesus fixing breakfast in front of a charcoal fire!  

Why does John record it as a charcoal fire?  In John 18, when Peter denies Jesus, 

John records Peter warming himself in front of a charcoal fire!  Now Peter sees 

Jesus standing by a charcoal fire! 



You ever had one of those moments where you are shockingly confronted with 

your memory and what you have done?  This moment for Peter is the moment he 

will have to confront the truth if he’s gong to be with Jesus.  He’ll have to face the 

truth about himself.  How about you, friends?  How much are you prepared to 

confront the truth about yourself?  Ask it another way: how much are you 

prepared to take off the mask you wear? 

When he sees the charcoal fire, Peter remembers his failure and here he stands, 

just him and Jesus!  Friends, wearing masks, avoiding the truth can over time 

destroy us.  If it was just you and Jesus standing by the fire, what would you do?  

Peter waits, incredibly vulnerable, for Jesus to say something. What he hears will 

both wound him and heal him. 

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples 

ventured to question Him, “Who are You?” knowing that it was the Lord. 
13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise. 
14 

This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after 

He was raised from the dead. 
15 

So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus 

said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend 

My lambs.” 
16 

He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said 

to him, “ Shepherd My sheep.” 
17 

He said to him the third time, “Simon, son 

of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the 

third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all 

things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep. 
18 

Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself 

and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out 

your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not 

wish to go.” 19 Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would 

glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!” 

(John 21 v 12 – 19 NASB) 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  He doesn’t ask him if he’s sorry but, “Do 

you love me?”  Here  Jesus is being vulnerable. Notice how he addresses Peter – 

he uses his former name not the one Jesus gave him; he doesn’t want to assume 

the old intimate relationship and use the name he gave. And Jesus is the one now 

waiting for a response.  How would you respond, now, today, in this moment?   



Jesus keeps asking!  Most scholars agree the significance here is not so much in 

the change of the Greek word for love in the third question, but in the fact that he 

asks three times.  Jesus is gently healing Peter; three times he denied Jesus, three 

times he professes his love for Jesus.  Jesus asks three times because he is the 

Lord of the second chance.  Jesus asks three times because love wins.  

In real life there is no such thing as a Mulligan, because in real life there must be 

justice, the rules count!  God doesn’t say, “Let’s just pretend it never happened!” 

There is no justice in that.  The bible says that justice will one day roll like a river.  

The bible says that one day we will have to account for what we’ve done, you and 

me!  But the bible also shows that God is the God of the second chance, longing 

to forgive and to give new starts.  The cross is where justice meets mercy and 

grace, where forgiveness is possible.  At the cross love wins and at the cross we 

meet the God of the second chance. 

You may have heard this story before: Business guru Warren Bemis tells the story 

of a young IBM executive with a promising future, who lost the company $10 

million in a risky venture. He was called into the office of the founder and leader 

of IBM, a guy called Tom Watson.  The young executive blurted out, “I guess 

you’ve called me in for my resignation, there it is.  I resign.”  Watson replied: “You 

must be joking.  I just invested $ 10 million educating you; I can’t afford your 

resignation!”   

Maybe God said that to Abraham, Joseph, David, Paul, Jonah and Peter!  And the 

God of the second chance would say that to you!  Jean van Velde didn’t get a 

second chance in the British Open of 1999; he has to live with that memory.  

What would he do, I wonder to have that time again?   

I wonder how many of us live with memories of failure or guilt when the truth is 

we don’t have to. We don’t have to, because as Jesus stood next to Peter at the 

charcoal fire, he now stands at the cross for you and me.  The question is not, is 

God the God of the second chance, but will I face the truth. 

He loves you because he loves you because he loves you…The question is do you 

love him?  At the cross love wins.  At the cross there is a second chance.  When 

we face the truth and let God love us, then he can transform us, and as his love 

wins in my heart, I can love others with a love that wins. 

Preached at Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 3rd June 2012, by Rev. Ian Phillips 


