
In the Mess 

LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD 
 

A question often asked about the book of Job is: Who is on trial in the story of 

Job?  Well..... what do you think?  For a long time I thought it was probably God 

who was in some way on trial. After all it seems that he is the one who initiates 

the wager with Satan. And so the question becomes, what will God do to help 

Job? 

I hoped, in truth, that it was Satan who was on trial and I hoped that I could come 

to an understanding of the story which would prove Satan guilty!  Shockingly, I’ve 

come to see that, however hard it sounds, I think its people who are really on trial 

in the story of Job.  I say people, Job especially, but people because his story is our 

story isn’t it?  It’s shocking because I don’t want, and I guess none of us wants, to 

experience what Job experienced.  It’s our story because we too, like Job, have to 

figure out how to live in a world that can be cruel in the extreme. And that’s the 

whole point of this story and that’s why it’s such a challenge but so relevant to all 

of us, right now, today, in all the situations that we face. 

The point is, in the mess that life so often turns out to be, how will we choose to 

live?  We’re on trial, because Satan is watching, and the world is watching!  Satan 

hopes you will find it too hard and that you will become selfish, greedy, the centre 

of your own universe, and that you will give up on God!  He’s going to try 

everything he can to achieve his goal.  The world will expect you to live like 

everybody else lives and to adopt its values.   

God takes a different view.  God is confident that you and I, because we are made 

in his image, are capable of choosing the way of love.  He takes that view because 

he knows that self-giving, self-sacrificial love really is at the centre of the universe, 

and he knows that to choose love is the best way to live.  He knows that he has 

already done everything he can, so that you and I can follow in Job’s footsteps, 



and he is confident that even in the most difficult and painful mess that we might 

find ourselves in, love can win in your heart and mine and we can live well.  

So where in life are you on trial right now, and how is love winning in your heart? 

Now as we draw this series to a close, I want to take a moment to remind us of 

some important truths from the book of Job.  God is confident in Job’s ability to 

choose the way of love even in the most extreme pain and the most confusing of 

circumstances.  Why? Why is God so confident?  Because he has put self-giving 

and self-sacrificial love at the centre of the universe.   

The bible describes God as love:  God is love (1John 4v8).   God did not create the 

world out of necessity – he didn’t create because he needed something, or 

wanted something or was lacking something.  God created because he is love and 

by its nature love is giving.  God by his nature wanted to share love, love that 

already existed in God himself between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He created 

because he wanted others to be able to participate in his love.  To do that he had 

to create a world where love is possible. 

The nature of love is that it must be freely chosen. If love is not freely chosen it’s 

not love.  Love cannot be forced, manipulated or coerced, if it is any of those 

things it is not love.  I can say to Lisa: “I love you!” What I cannot say to Lisa is: 

“You love me!”  Even less: “You must love me.”  To love me must be her free 

choice or it’s not love.  To create a world where love is possible is a huge risk and 

here’s why.  If love must be freely chosen, then it must be possible to choose not 

to love, and if it is possible to choose not to love, then evil is possible. And the 

greater the possibility of love, the greater the possibility of evil. 

So, in a world where it is possible to choose the way of love, it is a world where 

evil is possible.  Are you with me – because this is really, really important!  God 

created a world where love is possible because he is love, but since love must be 

freely chosen, he took a risk.  It means he cannot control whether people choose 

the way of love! 

Satan does not choose the way of love!  Satan roams the earth trying to get 

people not to choose the way of love!  The truth about love is that freedom really 



does exist.  The truth about love is that God is always looking for the best, and 

rejoices when he sees any person choose the way of love.  The truth about love is 

that God wants us to experience the best, to live life to the full, which is love, 

freely chosen. 

Satan does not choose the way of love, and when he sees evil in the hearts of 

men and women, he sees grounds for operation there. Because he is love, God 

does not take away Satan’s freedom.  The truth about love then, is that there is a 

battle for the hearts of men and women. It is the battle for them to choose, or to 

reject, the way of love, and that battle is an ongoing, daily battle! 

Satan is always looking to entice us away from choosing the way of love, but 

Satan is not all powerful, he can only do what God allows.  Friends, most of the 

time we suffer because we do not choose the way of love. Sometimes though, as 

in Job, suffering can seem completely random, unfair and without any purpose, 

and that’s because it is a world where love is possible.  Satan thinks that people 

are nothing more than slaves to their own self-interest.  He thinks the whole thing 

is a farce and that people will only love God and choose the way of love, if God 

gives them what they want, and if God takes away what he gives, people won’t 

love God or choose the way of love.   

God says: “No! That’s not true!”  He thinks Satan is wrong – wrong about people 

and wrong about love because he has put self-giving, self-sacrificial love at the 

centre of the universe and he has made men and women to give and receive that 

kind of love. And he knows we are capable of it when we are experiencing 

pleasure, or when we face days of extreme pain!  By choosing the way of love we 

declare to Satan and his minions, that he was wrong about Job, wrong about God, 

wrong about love and wrong about us!  We declare that love wins!  We declare 

that God really is worth loving, and that the best thing any person can do is to 

trust themselves to the nature and character of God...because he loves you 

because he loves you because he loves...God is enough!! 

The question I posed as being at the heart of the story of Job was: Is God worth 

loving, even if you get nothing back?  Job, even in the most extreme pain and 

challenging of circumstances, says ... yes, he is!  How about you? 



My best guess is that you have already faced some things in life that have seemed 

unfair, random and without purpose.  Some of them have left you reeling and 

almost overwhelmed you.  That’s because you live in a world where love is 

possible. And here’s the challenge:  it is probably going to be true to some degree 

in the future! 

God is confident that you and I are capable of rising above what the world throws 

at us and choosing the way of love...whatever happens.  We have to decide: is 

God worth loving even if we get nothing back? 

Maybe today, now, you want to recommit yourself to choosing the way of love!  

That, whatever happens you will follow Job!  Maybe there is a particular area of 

your life right now where you want to say, I choose the way of love!  As I sing, you 

could respond by walking through the door of love!   

Hold onto Jesus! (By Steve Curtis Chapman) 

I have come to this ocean 

And the waves of fear are starting to grow 

The doubts and questions are rising with the tide 

So I'm clinging to the one sure thing I know 

I will hold onto the hand of my Saviour 

And I will hold on with all my might 

I will hold loosely to things that are fleeting 

And hold on to Jesus 

I will hold on to Jesus for life 

I've tried to hold many treasures 

They just keep slipping through my fingers like sand 

But there's one treasure that means more than breath itself 



So I'm clinging to it with everything I am 

Like a child holding onto a promise 

I will cling to His word and believe 

As I press on to take hold of that 

For which Christ Jesus took hold of me 

Hold on for life  
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