
In the Mess 

DON’T BE FOOLED 

 

We’re going through the book of Job, so if you’ve got your Bibles with you open 

them about halfway through and you should be in Psalms.  Now go back one book 

and you will find Job.   But you knew that already, didn’t you!  Today we’re 

looking at chapter 8 – 12. 

A quick recap: the first two chapters of Job are written in narrative form – the 

story (or we might say two stories) unfolding in the heavenly realms and on Earth 

in the life of Job and his family.  Then the next thirty-nine chapters are written as 

an epic poem recounting the dialogues between Job and his three friends or 

comforters then a dialogue between God and Job.  Then the final chapter goes 

back to a narrative story about Job’s deliverance. 

We’re picking up from where Ian left off a couple of weeks ago.  If you were here 

you may recall we met Eliphaz’s Job’s first comforter.  What a great guy he was!  

Piling accusations onto Job that his problems were all brought on by unresolved 

sin – and he used a dream to support it.  A dream you may remember that he 

implied came from an angel but on closer examination didn’t seem to at all. 

We’re going to go on today and meet two more of Job’s comforters: Bildad and 

Zophar.  Both with their own soap boxes but sounding like they came from the 

same school of theology: “If you suffer then you must deserve to suffer”! 

Of course there are many examples of innocent people who suffer injustice.  

Adam’s son Able, whose offering pleased God, was murdered by his brother Cain.  

Joseph, Jacob’s son, did no harm to his brothers and yet they became jealous of 

him and threw him in a pit, and sold him into slavery.  And we look at Jesus, the 

most innocent human being who ever lived – and he was falsely accused, beaten 

and then crucified between two thieves.  This is the way that this fallen world 

works.  This is the truth that Job’s three comforters seem unable to understand. 



Eliphaz has spoken first with his eloquent and lofty arguments but they have only 

left Job angry and depressed.  We’re going on to hear from Zophar, but first let’s 

meet Bildad.  Some commentators consider him to be the most hurtful and least 

consoling of all three.  His discourse is fairly short and we pick it up in chapter 8. 

2 
“How long will you say such things? Your words are a blustering wind.  

3
 Does 

God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is right?  
4
 When your 

children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin.  

Bildad’s style is to ask questions that focus on the logic of the argument.  He’s a 

cold intellectual thinker and a hard-nosed debater.  His first question is, “Can God 

do wrong”.  That’s a good question to ask – logically, of course, the answer is “No, 

God can’t do wrong”.  Then Bildad goes on to draw a logical conclusion for Job, in 

verse 4:  

“If your children have sinned against God then he has delivered them over to the 

penalty of their sin”. 

Bildad is following a line of reasoning that all three of Job’s comforters do: 

Tragedy is God’s punishment for sin, especially hidden sin.  Friends, we must be 

very careful what we say, and very careful what we hear and believe. 

Who has heard, in recent years, Christians – some well known and public figures – 

suggesting that awful things like the Boxing Day Tsunami and AIDS are God’s 

judgement on a depraved and sinful world?  Yes, sin has consequences; 

sometimes consequences that we, and others, have to live with for the rest of our 

lives.  But there’s a huge difference between consequences and penalty.  This 

goes right back to the heart of what Job was wrestling with and what his friends 

were unhelpfully speaking into: What is God really like?  

Or we could ask it another way: What is the heart of God?  Okay, here’s a bit of 

very dodgy theology! What is God’s DNA like?  Or if I put it another way: what is 

the marker that’s found on every bit of tissue that would emanate from God, 

every thought, every action – and that would be God the Father, Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit?  If God had to choose just one word to sum it up what would it be? 



I think the Apostle John had it sussed.  1 John chapter 4: 

 7
 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God.  

8
 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. … 

10
 This is love: 

not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 
11

 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another.  
12

 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 

us and his love is made complete in us.  …
16

 … God is love. Whoever lives in love 

lives in God, and God in them.  

John couldn’t have been much plainer. If God had a T-shirt, I think it would have 

LOVE written on the front and the back! 

Then Bildad goes on with his argument by appealing to the past:  Job 8 

5
 But if you will seek God earnestly and plead with the Almighty, 

6
 if you are pure 

and upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf  and restore you to 

your prosperous state.  
7
 Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will 

your future be.  
8
 “Ask the former generation and find out what their ancestors 

learned, 
9
 for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, and our days on 

earth are but a shadow.  

There is, of course, much truth in what Bildad says, God does bless those who 

turn to him and he rebukes those who turn away.  But this doesn’t apply to Job.  

As Ian reminded us last time, the best of lies contain a large dollop of truth as 

well! 

So, what’s so wrong with Bildad’s approach, and the others for that matter?  Well 

at least three things! 

Firstly, do you notice that there is no real connection between what Bildad is 

saying and what Job has said?  He, like his two fellow comforters, is trying to 

answer Job’s words without trying to find out the truth about Job’s situation.  The 

focus in on what he says without understanding his agony.  Job himself admits 

that he speaks rashly, but he does so because of his incredible pain and grief.  



Anyone who has undergone deep unrelenting pain knows how suffering can grind 

down the human spirit.  When Job speaks out about his pain, his friends should 

listen to his emotions and understand his torment; instead they argue and attack. 

When people are hurting, they need someone who can identify with their hurt.  

They need someone to listen and empathise, not criticise.  If we focus on logic 

instead of feelings with hurting people, we are no more helpful than Bildad – a 

cold, analytical and unfeeling debater, not a true friend.  

It’s easy to be self-congratulating and we don’t always get everything right, but 

isn’t it good to be in a church where we have a Listening Ear Team and not a 

Speaking Lips Team! 

So what else were Bildad and his fellows getting wrong?  They may have had 

some correct theology – as far as it went – but it was an incomplete theology.  

They spoke as if their views were the final word on the subject.  They seemed 

unaware that there might be dimensions to God and his plans that they couldn’t 

even imagine.  According to their limited view of life, suffering is always caused by 

sin.  It’s true, of course, that sin does have consequences in our lives, but trials are 

not always the result of sin.  Their theology was narrow and incomplete. 

Friends, we have to be so careful what we say to others who are suffering.  Many 

years ago, as a young couple, Sandra and I were going through a very difficult 

situation.  Friends of ours prayed for us and counselled us – including one who 

told us the circumstances we were in were the result of unconfessed sin.  That 

person was actually wrong, but the lie left a deep scar of hurt.  Only one of the 

friends actually intervened with practical help, which was exactly what we needed 

at that time. 

Or what do we say to the ten surviving children of John and Wanda Casias who 

were murdered two weeks ago last Tuesday – they were strangled to death with 

electric cables around their necks.  Just another horrific crime?  Well yes, but if dig 

deeper we also find out they were in their 70’s and had served as Baptist 

missionaries in Mexico for 28 years founding churches, running daily Vacation 



Bible Schools and organising youth camps.  What’s going on? Where’s God in all 

this? 

Then we discover drug traffickers in Mexico oppose the message of Christ 

because it distracts from their business, and Christians have been among their 

targets.  Can you imagine the response of those ten children?  Well I can tell you 

their response: they hope to continue their parents' ministry. 

I think the apostle Paul had a view on struggles like this.  He wrote to the 

Philippian church, chapter 1: 

20
 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have 

sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, 

whether by life or by death. 
21

 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
22

 If I 

am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I 

choose? I do not know! 
23

 I am torn between the two: … 
 27

 Whatever happens, 

conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. … 
 29

 For it has been 

granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for 

him, 
30

 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now 

hear that I still have. 

And a third thing that Bildad, Eliphaz and Zophar got wrong – they never asked 

God for help in understanding Job’s problems.  They never prayed with Job, they 

never asked God for open minds sensitive hearts, or an enlightened 

understanding so that they can truly help their friend. 

The book of Job is full of prayers, but they are all prayers of Job crying out to God 

in the midst of his suffering.  Job’s ‘comforters’ never feel any need for God’s 

help.  What a warning this is to us.  If we are to be authentic in helping our 

suffering friends we need to understand, but we also need to ask God’s help to 

gain insight and wisdom as we offer comfort.  

In the next two chapters, 9 and 10, Job makes his reply to Bildad.  On the one 

hand he is saying that he himself has an inadequate theology, just as his three 

friends do.  He recognises that mortal human beings are inherently sinful.  In fact, 

he once believed as his three ‘comforters’ believe that suffering is the result of 



sin.  Before going through his own trial of pain and loss, he would have analysed 

other people’s trials just as they have analysed his. 

On the other hand, having searched his own heart, Job can find no unconfessed 

sin in his life.  He has done what God demanded of him: whenever he became 

aware of sin in his life, he made offerings to God in repentance, and he accepted 

God’s forgiveness.  Even though he had done this his torment continues. 

This is Job’s dilemma: Since he is not aware of any sin in his life and since he 

continues to undergo suffering, the problem must not lie with Job; the problem 

must lie with God.  Yet God is perfect, wise and loving – so the problem cannot lie 

with God.  It’s a riddle Job cannot solve.  It’s unsolvable, Job says, because he has 

no way to examine and debate with God.  He can’t demand that the creator of 

the universe gives an account for his suffering.  What makes the problem even 

more perplexing for Job is the fact that this creator is invisible! 

Job continues in the dialogue, wrestling with weighty questions about God, like 

asking God – “do you get some kind of pleasure out of my pain?”   

Job is doing what almost everyone does in time of pain and loss: he is looking for 

meaning in his suffering, and the fact that he can find no meaning actually 

magnifies his suffering. 

In chapter 10, Job longs for an arbitrator or mediator to settle this dispute 

between him and God.  Perhaps an allusion to a coming time when Christ would 

indeed enter our world as a mediator able to empathize with our weaknesses, but 

also tempted in every way, just as we are — yet without sinning.   

In Job’s cry to God, we realise that Job gives voice to the anguished arguments 

that have occurred to those who suffer.  Job explores the nuances of affliction, 

whether mental of physical, to the utmost in his prayers.  He asks questions, 

describes shades of doubt, fear, hurt and bitterness that we all express in times of 

suffering. 

Are Job’s questions answered?  Not here, not yet.  God remains silent at this point 

of the book.  And this silence just leads Job to cry out: “Leave me alone, God! Life 



is useless and meaningless. Death is but darkness with no return but that is better 

than suffering and living with this pain”. 

And so in chapter 11 we come on to the third of Job’s so called ‘comforters’: 

Zophar.  He opens with a scorching rebuke of what he sees as Job’s sinful folly: 

 
1
 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:  

2
 “Are all these words to go unanswered? 

Is this talker to be vindicated? 
 3

 Will your idle talk reduce others to silence?  Will 

no one rebuke you when you mock?  
4
 You say to God, ‘My beliefs are flawless 

and I am pure in your sight.’  
5
 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he 

would open his lips against you 
6
 and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, or true 

wisdom has two sides. Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin. 

You can almost see Zophar shaking his fist at Job’s face.  He accuses Job of 

wordiness, foolishness, mockery and self-righteous arrogance.  He says that Job’s 

punishment is richly deserved.  How would you like to have Zophar as your friend 

and comforter? 

This man goes on to contrast God’s wisdom against the supposed ignorance of 

Job: 

7
 “Can you fathom the mysteries of God?  Can you probe the limits of the 

Almighty?  
8
 They are higher than the heavens above — what can you do?  They 

are deeper than the depths below — what can you know?  
9
 Their measure is 

longer than the earth and wider than the sea.  
10

 “If he comes along and confines 

you in prison and convenes a court, who can oppose him?  
11

 Surely he recognizes 

deceivers; and when he sees evil, does he not take note?  
12

 But the witless can 

no more become wise than a wild donkey’s colt can be born human. 

Zophar is piling on many harsh and heavy words to express what should be a 

simple concept: Job, you are stupid and deceitful and God knows it!  Your chances 

of gaining wisdom and finding relief from God’s judgement are exactly zero! 

Zophar says in the last verse we read: “You can no more gain wisdom than the 

colt of a wild donkey can be born a human being! Job, you’re a hopeless fool!” 



And then Zophar continues on in chapter 11 to contradict himself.  After stating 

that Job is a lost case, he appeals to him to repent and be redeemed!  Zophar 

displays no more compassion than the previous two ‘comforters’.  These three 

men do nothing but compound Job’s suffering.  They analyse his afflictions in cold 

analytical terms.  They approach Job’s problems from a flawed theological point 

of view. 

Theology can be helpful, and there is a time and a place when we may need to 

hear it.  But when we are dealing with the pain of a human life, we must add a 

deeper dimension, a dimension of compassion and Christ-like empathy.  We must 

authentically love the suffering person. 

Paul talked about this when he wrote to the Romans, chapter 12: 

15
 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  

The first three of our values as a GOSPEL People say this: 

Grace - We will be motivated by God’s free gift of love in all that we do 

One Another - We will be real as we care for one another and work together. 

Servant Hearts - We will serve those in the local community and beyond with 

integrity and love. 

We can learn much from the book of Job about God’s sovereignty, providence 

and love, about human suffering, pain and the response of the heart, we can also 

learn something about coming alongside those who are suffering.  We should be 

careful and prayerful in our approach to the suffering of others so that we do not 

add to it.  Suffering people do not need judgemental ‘friends’ who will mouth 

foolish platitudes and heartless accusations. 

They need true friends who will listen – and love actually. 

 

Preached at Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 19th February 2012, by Colin Guest.  


