
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 1:  Vision 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. How do you feel about prayer? Share stories of when you have 

had prayer answered and the struggles of when it appears not to 

be. 

2. How are you doing in your prayer life? What thing do you find 

helpful when you pray? What is difficult about praying? 

3. How important is prayer in the life of a follower of Christ? For 

the church? 

4. How true do you think it is that prayer changes things? How do 

you know? 

5. Read: Matthew 6 v 9—13 

6. Why do you think Jesus starts his example of how to pray with 

the words: “Our Father?” 

7. What are some of the challenges of praying together? How 

might we overcome these challenges? 

8. The word translated Father has the meaning of our word dad. 

How does it help to think of prayer as a conversation with a lov-

ing dad who has your best interest at heart? 

9. How helpful is it to think of prayer as an invitation to walk with 

God? 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 2:  Hallowed Be Your name 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. “Our Father in heaven” seems to speak of God’s power and maj-

esty. In what ways is God powerful and majestic? How do you 

respond to a powerful and majestic God? 

3. The words “in heaven” could be translated “in the heavens” 

which seem to speak of God as being as close as the air we 

breathe. In what ways might God be as close as the air we 

breathe? How do you respond to a God is all around us and pre-

sent here and now? 

4. How does God being powerful and majestic at the same time as 

being as close as the air we breathe affect the way we pray? 

5. When we pray hallowed be your name (or holy is your name) we 

make a statement about God’s character. What is God’s charac-

ter i.e. what is God like? List all the things you know about God 

that he reveals about himself in the Bible. 

6. It is true that if you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus. 

As followers of Christ we are called to be like Jesus, to live like 

him. So, how should we live? 

7. This part of the prayer invites us to live in the light of God’s 

character as lived in Jesus. How is this a challenge to you? 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 3:  Your Kingdom Come 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. To pray “Your Kingdom come, you will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven” is to be involved in a gospel conspiracy to take over 

the world! How far do you agree with this statement? Why? 

Why not? 

3. By praying “Your will be done” a person is surrendering their life 

to the reign of the King (the Father). In what ways does this chal-

lenge the way we live? 

4. To pray “Your will be done” is say that God will be glorified in 

your heart. How do you respond to this thought? How do you 

move towards this in your life? 

5. When we pray “Your Kingdom come”, we invite God to be at 

work in our lives. How much do we really want this to be true? 

What stops us inviting God to work in our lives?  

6. When we pray “Your Kingdom come” we join in the fight against 

evil in the world. How does this challenge and encourage us to 

pray for the world and the people in it? 

7. It seems that in this prayer Jesus invites us to participate with 

what God is doing in the world. How does that make you feel? 

What response might you need to make as you ray these words? 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 4:  Give Us Our Daily Bread 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. “The Lord of the cosmos lacks neither the capacity nor the con-

cern to attend to our daily needs: the next meal of mortal man 

and women really does matter to our loving heavenly father.” 

How far do you agree with this statement? How do you find it 

encouraging? Challenging? 

3. How far would you agree that this part of the prayer gives us 

permission to ask for the material things we need? How might 

we understand this differently to the people Jesus actually spoke 

these words to in a different culture and time? 

4. How might people in Malawi (as one example) understand and 

respond to these words of invitation by Jesus?  

5. C.S. Lewis said: “God likes matter, he invented it!” How do we 

sometimes separate out the material and the spiritual? Which do 

we tend to think is the more important? What might Jesus say? 

6. How does praying for our daily bread recognize our dependence 

on God? Read Exodus ch. 16. In what ways can/should this speak 

to us today?  

7. What might we do to help us remember everything we have is a 

generous gift of God? 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 5:  Forgive Us Our Debts 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. On the basis Jesus has given this prayer as a way of teaching us 

how to pray, how do you respond to the implication that we all 

need to ask for forgiveness? How do you feel about that? 

3. We can ask for forgiveness because of Jesus sacrifice on the 

cross. What does that say about God’s love for you? What does 

it say about God’s love for those you find most difficult? And 

those you don’t want to forgive? 

4. How far would you agree with this statement? “We cannot truly 

pray for God’s forgiveness without a determination to forgive.” 

5. One of the best definitions of forgiveness is: taking the sword out 

of you own stomach. What might this say about the consequenc-

es of choosing not to forgive others? 

6. Forgiveness is not a feeling, but an act of the will. How far do you 

agree with this? 

7. How might having wrong attitudes towards those who have hurt 

us get in the way of your relationship with God? 

8. What do you need to do in response to this part of the Lord’s 

Prayer? 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 6:  Deliver Us From The Evil One 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. The word translated temptation (NIV v 13) can also mean test-

ing. In what ways do we face times of testing? Share your experi-

ences. 

3. God never promises to take away suffering but he does promise 

to be with us in it (Psalm 23 v 4). In what ways have you experi-

enced God’s presence and help in testing and suffering? 

4. Testing can sometimes mean persecution. How have you experi-

enced persecution? Why it is important to pray for followers of 

Christ who do, today, experience persecution for their faith? 

5. Read Genesis ch. 3. What does this teach us about how we fall 

for temptation and the consequences of falling for it? How is this 

still true today? 

6. When we pray “lead us not into temptation” we are recognizing 

our own limitations and weakness and asking for his help. How 

might this truth affect how you pray and what you pray for? 

7. The force of evil is no match for the goodness of God. How does 

knowing this inform your prayer life? 

8. Give thanks to God for His Victory over evil on the cross! 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 7:  For Yours Is The Kingdom 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. You might notice that modern translations of the Bible don’t 

have the phrase: “For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever.” You will find it in the King James and 

NASB translations. How much do you think this matters? 

3. Accepting modern translations omit these words, how much do 

you think what is expressed by them remains true? Why? What 

other parts of scripture do they reflect? 

4. “Our purpose in both life and in death is to bring him glory in 

everything we do.” How far do you agree with statement? 

5. How do we do to bring God glory in the way that we live? 

6. Read: Revelation  chapter 4. How can we live well now in the 

truth of these words? 

7. What does it mean for us when we say: “Yours in the Kingdom?” 

8. How do you understand God’s power to be at work in the world 

and in people’s lives today? 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Study 8:  Vision 

 

Here are some questions to discuss: 

1. Read: Matthew 6 v 9-13 

2. What have you learnt from the series on the Lord’s Prayer? 

3. What has most challenged you? Why? 

4. How might your prayer life be different having reflected on this 

prayer? 

5. How might this prayer help us to pray into the Vision we have 

for the church? 

6. Jesus taught us the Lord’s Prayer and also asked us to share com-

munion as a way of remembering the truth about God. How 

does communion remind us of the truth about God? 

7. In what ways does the Lord’s Prayer remind us of the truth 

about God? 

8. How important is it for us to regularly share communion togeth-

er? Why? 

9. How can we encourage one another to pray? 
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