
ANCIENT PATHS 

SIGNS OF LIFE 

Let me ask you this important question: What have you learnt from our 

journey through Ezekiel?  Take a moment to discuss that with the people 

sitting next to you.   

Let me give you some reminders of things I think we might have been 

challenged about on this journey. 

Ezekiel begins with a vision of God. Who is the God you follow and how well do 

you know Him? What you think about who God really is will make a difference 

to the way you live. 

When confronted by a vision of God, Ezekiel’s response is to fall on his face in 

worship.  When did you last ‘fall on your face’ in worship of the living God? 

God’s command to Ezekiel at the beginning of chapter 2 is to ‘stand up!”  In 

what area of your life right now is God saying to you: ‘Stand up!’ 

Ezekiel is told by God right at the beginning that his calling is a difficult one, 

because the people are stubborn and rebellious and won’t like what he says, 

but he did it anyway! How are you doing in what God is asking of you?  

The people don’t want to listen when God tells them the way they are living is 

not honouring Him.  How are you living in response to what you know of God? 

The people are so complacent that God withdraws his presence from the 

temple and from their midst.  How ready are you to listen when God speaks? 

God can work when just one person will have the courage to stand in the gap.  

Where may God be calling you to stand in the gap? 

Only God can breathe life into dry bones and do that which we cannot. Where 

might God need to breathe new life into your life? 

All the way through Ezekiel’s ministry God says to his people: “Life is better 

with me!” How much do you need to hear those words of God’s today, in this 

moment? 



Throughout Ezekiel, God promises that the best is yet to come.   It means I can 

face today with a resilient confidence and unshakeable poise, not because 

things will work for me, but because an all powerful, all good God is at work!  

My best guess is that when we began this series, you never thought that a 

journey through Ezekiel would be so challenging, so relevant and so good!  And 

you know what, there’s a little bit more to come! 

Last week we wrestled with how we interpret this final vision that Ezekiel saw.  

It’s a vision of a new temple.  We talked about whether it’s better to 

understand it as a prophetic vision, or as an apocalyptic vision, and in truth it 

might even be a bit more complicated than that! 

However we interpret the vision there are some important things for us to take 

note of.  If you read the vision you will notice that the temple design was to 

remind the people they were to separate from sin.  The responsibility of the 

priests (and Ezekiel was a priest remember) was to teach the people the 

difference between what was clean and what was unclean! 

The physical design of the temple with its steps and doors and chambers and 

holy of holies, served as a vivid reminder of the need to separate oneself from 

sin.  Temple or no temple; real or vision; now or the future, this truth still 

stands. 

Friends, as the people of God we are to recognise the difference between what 

is clean and what is unclean, what is honouring before God and what is not.  

The temple was a place of worship.  The people of Judah had defiled the 

temple, and God removed his presence.  But it was then, as it is now, really a 

matter of the heart.  Temple or no temple; real or vision; now or the future, 

how is your heart in worship? 

The vision of the temple demonstrates that God will fulfil his promises to his 

people.  Quite when and how he will do it is unclear, but that he will, is certain.   

And temple or no temple; real or vision; now or in the future, God is bringing 

to fulfilment to that which he has begun in your life.   

And let me suggest one more important thing we might learn from this final 

vision, but also from the whole of the book of Ezekiel. It is, I think, closely 



related to something we’ve already talked about quite a bit. It is the truth that 

God keeps saying all the way through the book:  Life is better with God.   

God consistently warned the people that if they continued not to honour God 

in the way they lived, exile would follow.  Exile came at the hands of the 

Babylonians.  God kept saying: ‘Life is better with me!’ but still the people 

refused to listen.  God warned of the fall of Jerusalem and that he would 

remove his presence from them.  Still they would not listen.  Disaster 

happened, the city fell and God removed his presence, the glory of the Lord 

departed the temple.  But still God wanted to tell his people that life is better 

with him. 

If this vision at the end of this story tells us anything, I think it tells us that 

there is one thing God will not do, because he knows that life is better with 

Him: he will simply never give up on us!  Whatever happens, whatever path his 

people choose, whatever they do…..God will never give up on his people.  To 

show them, he give this wonderful vision, which speaks of new life from God.  

Not only does he not give up on us, he brings us the promise of new life. 

 The River From the Temple 

The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and I saw 

water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the 

east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from 

under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. 
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He then brought 

me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the 

outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side. 

3 
As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he 

measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that was 

ankle-deep. 
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He measured off another thousand cubits and led me 

through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand 

and led me through water that was up to the waist. 
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He measured off 

another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, because 

the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no 

one could cross. 
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He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?” 

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 
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When I arrived there, I 

saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. 
8 

He said to me, 



“This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the 

Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea, the 

salty water there becomes fresh. 
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Swarms of living creatures will live 

wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because 

this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river 

flows everything will live. 
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Fishermen will stand along the shore; from 

En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for spreading nets. The fish will 

be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea. 
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But the 

swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 
12 

Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves 

will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, 

because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will 

serve for food and their leaves for healing.” (Ezekiel 47 v 1-12) 

Temple or no temple; real or vision; now or future, what is absolutely true is 

that God never gives up on us.  And, temple or no temple; real or vision; now 

or future, where God is present there are always Signs of Life. 

Here are words that I think sum up beautifully this message in Ezekiel:  Life is 

better with God and God never gives up on us: 

‘I’m coming back to the start, where you found me, 

I’m coming back to your heart, now I surrender, 

Take me, this all is all I can bring 

I’m coming back to the start, our God is freedom 

And here we feel your heart, your heartbeat for us, 

Take me, this is all I can bring 

You’ll never stop loving us, no matter how far we run. 

You’ll never give up on us, all of heaven shout: 

“Let the future begin! 

Let the future begin!” 

I feel alive, I come alive, I am alive on God’s great dance floor 

I feel alive, I come alive, I am alive on God’s great dance floor. 

 

Unashamedly spiritualising Ezekiel’s river, life is found in the river of the 

presence of God.  Living water is a powerful image throughout the Bible. All 

the way back in Genesis, the river with its four branches watered the garden in 

which the tree of life grew (Genesis 2 v 10-11). The person who is blessed 

according to Psalm 1 is the one who knows life is better with God, and he is like 

a tree planted by streams of water, bringing forth fruit in season. Whatever he 



does prospers and his leaves do not wither. Jesus himself said: “Let anyone 

who is thirsty come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has 

said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” (John 7 v 37-38)  He told 

the Samaritan women at the well he could give her living water.  In his 

Revelation John sees the river of the water of life flow from the throne of God 

to the city, and he sees many of the same things Ezekiel sees. 

It is wonderfully true that Ezekiel’s vision reminds us that life is better with 

God because that’s where life can be found.  The only proper response to 

these wonderful truths is to come to the river.   

To the river I am going, bringing sins I cannot bear, 

Come and cleanse me, come forgive me Lord, 

I need to meet you there. 

God never gives up on us.   

In these waters, healing mercy flows with freedom from despair 

 I am going to that river, Lord I need to meet you there.   

No matter how far we go, 

 Precious Jesus, I am ready to surrender, every care. 

Take my hand now, lead me closer, Lord I need to meet you there. 

 

Friends, maybe the challenge for you today, for us, is that we need to come 

again to the river to find life.  The truth shown in Ezekiel is you can never go 

too far for God to want to have you back!    So… God says… come to the river! 

Maybe there’s one last message for us:  Wherever the river flows, life can be 

found.  It is wonderfully true that God’s river of life flows to us, full of his 

blessing. But is it possible that it is not meant to remain with us?  Food can be 

found in this river of life – fish!  This food is for the fishermen standing on the 

banks and spreading their nets.  Trees grow along the bank bringing fruit and 

healing.   

Is it not also wonderfully true that as the river flows to us from God, it flows 

from us to others?  The river of the spirit of God flows from his people, 

bringing with it food for the hungry so that they too may have life.  The river of 

God flows through his people brining healing of every kind to those who are 

sick. 



Friends, it seems to me we must not limit the river of life to us!  If life is better 

with God for us, isn’t it better for all those we know and love; those we work 

with; those we live next to; those who come into this building during the week; 

those we call friends. 

This vision invites us to say to others: 

“Come and join us in the river 

Come find life beyond compare 

He is calling, He is waiting, Jesus longs to meet you there.” 

 

It seems to me that when we do this, others find that life really is better with 

God, and then they can join in the song, which is an Ancient Path, the song that 

sounds all the way through the book of Ezekiel: Life is better with God and he 

never stops loving us. 

So let us rejoice in the message of Ezekiel.   

Life is better with God and when we come to him he can bring us to life! 
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