
Another brick in the Wall. 

NINE: DON’T GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY 

 

Don’t give false testimony!  So, there you have it, nice and simple.  Don’t give 

false testimony. And we all know what that means…don’t we?  We all know it 

means not saying things that aren’t true, don’t we?  We all know it means we 

shouldn’t say things about someone else that aren’t true. We all know it means 

we shouldn’t say: “The cheque’s in the post!” when it isn’t!  We all know it 

means we shouldn’t say: “Sorry I’m late but the traffic was really bad!”  when it 

wasn’t and we’re late because…we’re late!   

We all know there’s a problem with truth in society today.  Airlines have been 

challenged over the way they tell us how much a ticket really costs.  “One size 

fits all!”…Really?  We’ve probably all had a phone call telling us we’ve won a 

“free” holiday on a cruise ship.  I once had someone come to the door asking if 

I wanted free food at a restaurant.  When I said “Yes!” she asked me to pay       

£ 20 on my credit card.  When I then pointed out that in that case the food 

wasn’t free… she replied: “But it means you don’t have to pay at the 

restaurant!” 

There was the recent case of the former minister Chris Huhne and his wife 

Vicky Pryce who lied about who was driving their car so he didn’t have to get 

the points on his licence.  We all understand the phrase: “he’s being economic 

with the truth!” We know statistics can be massaged; we know expenses can 

be inflated.  How much are you prepared to bend the truth if it suits you?  

Funny thing is we’d probably all say that lying is wrong. 

There may be exceptional circumstances in which we would justify lying, but 

on the whole, for most of the time… we’d say it’s wrong to tell a lie.  This 

command says don’t give false testimony.  This is about truth, but maybe it’s 

about more than simply telling the truth. 



R.T. Kendall suggests that of all the commandments, this is the one that if we 

break it hurts us the most!  That’s a strong statement.  This is the command 

that addresses the sin that hurts us the most.  Why is that do you suppose? 

There is a story, told of a man who went to a Rabbi with a question: “Rabbi,” 

He said, “I understand why God commands us not to kill or steal, but I don’t 

understand why we should not tell lies against our neighbour.”  The Rabbi 

replied, “There is an answer and I will give it to you, but first I want you to get 

some feathers and place one on the doorstep of each house in the village.  

When you have done this come back to me and I will give you the answer.” 

The man did as he was told and returned to the Rabbi, “Now Rabbi, what is the 

answer to my question?”  “Ah,” said the Rabbi, “There is one more thing I want 

you to do before I give you the answer.  Go back and pick up all the feathers.”  

“I cannot do that,” protested the man, “It would be impossible as all the 

feathers will have blown away in the wind.”   “That’s what it’s like with lies we 

tell against our neighbour,” said the Rabbi. “They are like feathers, we can 

never retrieve them.” 
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Has anyone ever told a lie about you?  What was it like for you?  Perhaps some 

of us know the pain of having others say things about us that are not true.  

When people lie about us, it can do great damage and maybe some of us, at 

the end of this talk, are in the place where we need to release the pain of lies 

told about us to God.  Because maybe for some of us the pain of the lies of 

others is a pain that cripples us and is slowly destroying us. 

I remember what it was like to be falsely accused of being in a car accident.  It 

turned out, as I already knew, that I was in a completely different part of the 

country to where the accident happened and it was a case of mistaken 

identity. But to be falsely accused, to be lied about, is a horrible thing.  If 

someone tells lies about us, it really, really hurts! 

Have you ever lied?  Often we hurt someone else if we tell a lie, but we also 

hurt ourselves if we tell a lie.  When we choose to lie, we actually become 

something less than God intended us to be.  Lying can not only hurt others, but 

it also deeply hurts us!    
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I came across these words which I find challenging: “I’ve never been hurt by 

anything I didn’t say!”  With our words we have the power to build up, or to 

tear down.  We can use our words in a creative way: encouragement, advice, 

teaching, praise, support, honour, wisdom.  We can use our words in a 

destructive way: discouragement, rumour, gossip, flattery, condemnation, 

sarcasm, foolishness, grumbling.  And the challenge is words, our words, are 

never neutral, and they are never neutral in our relationships. 

This Ninth Commandment is given to encourage us to speak the truth. It is 

given so we will speak the truth about others and so that we will speak the 

truth about ourselves…which may actually be even harder than speaking the 

truth about others! 

Remember we said that the Ten Commandments reveal something of the 

nature and character of God himself?  Well, so does the Ninth Commandment.  

Jesus said, “I am and the way the truth and the life.”  (John 14v6)  Titus 1v2 

says: “God does not lie.”   Hebrew 6 v18 says: “It is impossible for God to lie.”  

God is the God of all truth.  If you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus 

who is the way, the truth, the life. 

When Jesus lived he took the Ninth Commandment which was originally, 

probably talking about telling the truth in a courtroom, and showed how it is 

really all about relationships.  He was the truth, He spoke the truth, He lived 

the truth and the reason God is so passionate about the truth is because not 

telling the truth, not living in the truth damages relationships.  Not telling the 

truth wrecks our relationships with one another.  Not living in the truth 

shatters our relationship with God.   

One of the hardest things we ever have to do is to tell the truth about 

ourselves.  We would rather hide from the truth than tell the truth about who 

we really are and what we’ve done.  It’s an old problem – as old as people on 

earth.  Adam and Eve hid from God when they knew they’d done what he 

asked them not to…and then neither of them wanted to face the truth about 

themselves and tried to blame the other.  Perhaps they didn’t blatantly lie, but 

they didn’t tell the truth either! And it shattered their relationship with God. 

God’s question to them in the garden in the cool of the day reveals his passion. 

He asked: “What is this you have done?”  There is a deep, pained, sadness in 



the voice of God here because he knows what they have done has broken their 

relationship with Him. And that’s what God most desires – that’s His dream...to 

know and be known. 

So Jesus left all the glory of heaven, pitched His tent with us, did life with us, 

lived as the truth, opened His hands and allowed them to be nailed to a 

cross…because He knew the truth about people like you and me, and He 

wanted so much for our relationship to be restored that He went all the way to 

the cross.  He loves you because He loves you because He loves you…That’s the 

truth!  That’s the truth He most wants you to know and to live in.   

Some months ago I was chatting to a friend whom I deeply respect and who 

knows me pretty well. We were talking about a relationship I was finding 

particularly challenging. At one point in the conversation I said something like: 

“I am quite aware of my weaknesses; I know what they are!”  to which, 

without a moment’s hesitation my friend said with deep honesty: “No, you 

don’t!” 

I remember a snoopy cartoon in which one character says to another: “The 

trouble with you is… the trouble with you is, you won’t listen to what the 

trouble with you is!”  Friends, the best way to live is to live in the truth about 

ourselves and the truth about God.  The truth about ourselves is we need God.  

The truth about God is, he loves you because he loves you…When we live in 

the truth about ourselves and come to God, then we begin to live in the truth. 

And the more we live in the truth, the more we live the truth. And the more 

we live the truth, the less we are tempted to break the Ninth Commandment!  

The more we live in the truth the more we will be able to live life to the full – 

as Jesus intended! 

We have someone to help us as we seek to walk in the truth – the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the spirit of truth, so we have the Holy Spirit helping 

us to walk in the truth.  As I close I want to make a couple of very practical 

suggestions we can ask the Holy Spirit to help us do.  I think they will help us 

walk in the truth and not give false testimony.  

 First, we will never have an accurate account of anything second hand, or third 

hand or fourth hand!  We must be very careful not to take statements passed 

on to us as “fact” at face value.  How many relationships have been damaged 



because what we choose to take as fact statements that were several steps 

removed from what actually happened. 

Second, we need to be careful how we handle statements made in an 

emotional state. We need to be careful what we say, and we need to be 

careful what we hear!  We all know things are sometimes said in the heat of 

the moment that we might regret or someone else might regret. 

Third, a very wise minister once told me: Ian there are always two sides to any 

story and the truth is always somewhere in the middle.  He told me he would 

never comment on a situation until he’d listened to both sides of the story.  

Very wise words! 

The Ninth Command is given to protect relationships, when we live it fully we 

live in the truth, living open honest and truthful lives, and it may look 

something like this. 

You know, when we met, I began to discover a new vulnerability, a warmth and 

a lack of pretence that impressed me.  I saw in you a thriving spirit – no signs of 

internal stagnation anywhere.  I could tell you were a growing person and I 

liked that.  I saw you had strong self- esteem, not based on the fluff of self-help 

books, but on something a whole lot deeper.  I saw that you lived by convictions 

and priorities and not just by convenience, selfish pleasure, and financial gain.  

And I had never met anyone like that before. 

I felt a depth of love and concern as you listened to me and didn’t judge me.  

You tried to understand me, you sympathized and you celebrated with me, you 

demonstrated kindness and generosity – and not just to me, but to other 

people, as well. 

And you stood for something.  You were willing to go against the grain of 

society and follow what you believed to be true, no matter what people said, 

and no matter how much it cost you.  And for those reasons and a whole host 

of others, I found myself really wanting what you had.  Now that I’ve become  a 

Christian, I wanted to write to tell you I’m grateful beyond words for how you 

lived out your Christian life in front of me. Amen. 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church by Rev. Ian Phillips on Sunday 1
st

 December 2013. 


