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Mayange Rwanda Community Interviews No. 1 – 

Pastor George Kerare and his wife Bagwaneza 

Pastor George and his wife came back to Rwanda from Tanzania in 2014 due 

to pressure from the Tanzanian Government. They have three children aged 5, 

8 and 13 years. The two eldest children attend Primary school in Mayange 

which is the nearest town to the village of Kavumu. Pastor George was recently 

appointed as Pastor to the village and last year attended training in Uganda. 

On arrival in Kavumu village they had no home of their own and relied on friends 

and neighbours for accomodation and support. Their current home was built 

under a Community support scheme known as Umuganda, and is of mud brick 

construction measuring 8m x 6m, rendered on the outside, but has interior 

floors of compacted mud. There is no water supply or electricity to the home. 

Cooking is on wood fire and lighting is provided by 1 x small solar lamp. 

Because water from the local WASAC tap point is so erratic, they have to walk 

to a supply on the road to Nyamata to purchase clean water, when they have 

sufficient money. Otherwise water will be collected from the local swamp or a 

self-made pond in the Pastor's garden. When asked how an improved supply 

of water would help, Pastor George replied "An improvement in health and more 

time for the Children's schooling" They were looking forward to using the first of 

the Kitchen Gardens which had been constructed next to their home. 

Pastor George takes no salary and relies on God's provision for all his needs 

through the support of the local Church and Community. When asked about his 

Vision for the future he said that the work that had been started on the Church 

building and the Project that had started this month was, he believed, a part of 

God's plan for the returnee community in Kavumu. 

When asked about the unfinished Church building, Pastor George explained 

that at present they were meeting in an unfinished house by consent of the 

owner. However, the owner had advised that he wanted to complete the house 

for use as his residence. In addition, the local government were continually 

asking when the Church building would be finished to meet with the current 

Government regulations on places of worship. Pastor George said that currently 

they would have 70+ adults plus many children to service, however, some were 

either not coming or not staying due to lack of space. He agreed that whilst the 



Church was essentially the people, a finished Church building would be a 

blessing to the community and used for the wider benefit of the Community 

every day of the week. At a recent mission event in the unfinished Church he 

said that they had felt God's presence and blessings as they worshipped 

together. 

Pastor George asked that a message of thanks be taken back to the Churches 

in the UK that are supporting this project, and gave thanks to God for the 

blessings they were receiving from people they had never met. 
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