
MINUTES FOR BODY TALK FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 

 Meeting held on Tuesday 22
nd

 May 2018 at 7.15pm 

The meeting was presided over by Ian Phillips, Senior Minister. The meeting was attended by 

82 members.  Apologies for absence were received by 50 members. 

FAMILY LIFE……COMMUNITY LIFE…..EVERYDAY LIFE 

By 2020 Crawley Baptist Church will be bursting with life! 

So much more than Sunday! 

Tea and coffee was served in the Rainbow Lounge. 

Vision Showcase as part of our vision Denise Beer and Sue Lindridge shared about the 

progress of Family Ministry. 

Church is not meant to be an institution to be joined, but a movement to be caught 

up in. 

Worship was led by Ian Phillips with scripture. 

Prayer We were prompted to pray while we signed cards. 

Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 20
th

 March 2018. These were confirmed 

and signed. 

April 2018 Financial Statement  

• With reference to the financial statement; income remains flat. We continue 

to transfer money to cover the costs of James and Chris, and the increased 

hours for Denise.  Historically the policy is to transfer these costs 

incrementally against income.  With income being flat this could pose 

problems.   

• Letters with regard to your donations and claims made for Gift Aid are being 

prepared.  In 2017 £ 51,089 was claimed by from HMRC in Gift Aid – this 

represents 15% of our income.  Thanks were given to all who donate so 

generously. 

2017 Annual Report 

• As a charity we have to operate within the laws applicable to charities.  There 

have been some significant changes in the structure and layout of the 

accounts, these remain in force for this year and going forward. 



• The accounts for the various auxiliary organisations do not form part of the 

charity as a legal entity and are therefore not required to be included in the 

annual report. 

• The Trustees Report sets out a series of matters which we are required to 

disclose by law. It contains a summary of the activities over the year, the 

underlying purpose of Crawley Baptist Church and show the breadth and 

depth of all that goes on here throughout the year. 

• The Independent Examiner deemed this report to be clean. 

• The Statement of Financial Activities shows monies received and expended in 

respect of the activities of the church during the year.  There is a breakdown 

of income, expenses and a reconciliation of the values brought forward from 

last year (in italics) with the results alongside for this year.  We have three 

types of funds: Unrestricted, Restricted and Designated.  We produce the 

final figures showing the different funds against last year (in italics).  

Expenditure was kept within budget, giving us a surplus of just under £ 6000 

for the year, this was due to a transfer from the Gift Day Fund to the General 

Fund. 

• The Balance Sheet shows the assets and liabilities of the church at the end of 

the year.  The figures from last year to this show very little movement.  We 

are financially stable. 

• As a church we pay into the Baptist Union Ministers Pension Scheme a sum of 

£ 4,600 annually to cover the deficit.  In order to correctly reflect the future 

liability for the pension deficit we have to include the full amount of the 

future payments toward the pension scheme as a liability in the accounts.  

This is reflected in the General Fund as a deficit of some £ 50,000, the figure 

of £ 50,000 is reached as follows:  The full amount of £ 80,000 was offset by a 

surplus in the General Fund of £ 30,00 reducing the overall sum to £50,000.  

We will continue to pay £ 4,600 each year against this total.  To make the 

accounts clearer, we will not include this figure in the accounts that are 

presented to you during the year. 

• Thanks were given to Steven Pidgeon and Gill White for their hard work, and 

to the Finance team. 

• The motion to accept the accounts was proposed and seconded with none 

against and no abstentions, so the motion was carried. 

 



Pastoral Care & Support for our church family.. 

• There is a Women’s Ministry Event on 4
th

 & 5
th

 June, leaflets in reception.  A 

Women’s weekend away is planned for the beginning of next year.  SPOT 

continues to grow and is a source of blessing to all.  Last year, for the first 

time CBC held a Staycation to replace the holiday away.   On the back of its 

success, there is another Staycation planned for this year in August. 

• The Welcome team and Family Ministry are talking together about: “What 

does a warm welcome and continued care look like in the life of the church?”  

Anyone who is interested in joining this team, please note there is a meeting 

planned for the 12
th

 July at 7.30pm, you are all welcome. 

• New Members:  Johnny and Nila Alvaro were welcomed to be part of the 

church family.  Monica Thornton and Caroline Ross have requested to be 

removed from membership as have Elaine Dudman and Valerie Hill. 

Developing Ministry 

• Ian Phillips spoke about changes that were coming to CBC.  At the end of the 

year Ian Warner is retiring from his position as Operations Manager and Gill 

White is stepping down from her voluntary role as Finance Officer.  In 

response to this a Job Description for the Operations Manager position has 

been put in reception for anyone who may be interested.  The role is open 

for debate, and can be tailored to suit the person applying.  This is applicable 

to the role of Finance Officer.  In the July Body Talk we will advertise these 

positions, interviews will be held in October, giving plenty of time for a 

handover and transition time. 

Children & Youth Ministry 

• Judi McDonald spoke about Kids Matter, Denise Beer and Judi McDonald 

have been up to London for training.  The training gave them an insight into 

understanding the heart of families and that those in your local community 

matter, and are often facing adversity or are isolated.  It is a course that will 

equip parents with skills and tools and we will provide support in the long 

term.  Judi reflected on her experience in Glasgow and read a text from a 

parent she was involved with, who extolled the huge impact this had had on 

her life. 

• With all that goes on in the diary CYM have been teaching the gospel to over 

200 children and young people every week, Denise Beer shared that this is 

wonderful news.  There is a weekend away to Carroty Wood and a visit to 



Washbrooks Farm in Hurstpierpoint, Go ape in Tilgate and Holiday club 

coming up. 

• Sue Lindridge shared that she had been privileged to hear some wonderful 

testimonies from the young people on how they see God for who he really is, 

after returning from Hope Bristol. 

• From 6-8
th

 July 44 young people are going to Carroty Wood activity Centre.  

Please pray that each one of them will have an encounter with God.   No one 

has been excluded because of money worries, but this represents a cost to 

the church so if anyone would like to sponsor a child, please do let Sue know. 

Mission Team 

• On Sunday 15
th

 July you are all invited to a cream tea followed by 

performances from OneVoice Community Choir!  Please see leaflets for 

details, and sign up if you would like to come along. 

• Rosemary Benwell spoke about Easter Team and what the charity does in the 

community;  food parcels, a hot meal each week, plus help with gas and 

electricity bills.  The plea is for more food parcels and to help with food 

collections outside Asda.  There has been a change in the benefit system 

which has left people in distress so the demand has increased.  They have 

been given a sum of money from another charity and would value prayer on 

how to spend it wisely. 

• Lighthouse has a vacancy for Maternity cover, if anyone is interested please 

see Sue Lindridge.  Lighthouse sees 4000 youngsters every term, but it is  

increasingly difficult as schools are reluctant to show a bias towards 

Christianity.  Thank you for your generosity in keeping this mission on our 

doorstep going. 

• Philippa Piper spoke on the Aghem, their aim is to complete the New 

Testament  in November this year.  Please hold them in your prayers as the 

area is volatile with elections looming.  The mission team are looking to 

support a young man through theological training, he will be a great benefit 

to Deo Gloria Church in Romania, but they lack the funds to support him. 

• Alan Michell is hosting two cream teas on 15
th

 and 29
th

 June respectively, to 

support the Rwandan returnee/refugee crisis.  There will be bags for sale as 

well in support of the Faith Centre Ministries Church in Rwanda.  Please see 

leaflets in reception for details. 

 



AOB or matters of information from teams and organisations. 

• All the organisations interested in our old chairs have now taken them.  If you 

are interested in having any chairs please see Ian Warner and sign the 

disclaimer. 

• The Contact Centre will run its last session on Saturday 26
th

 may 2018.  It has 

given 22 years of faithful service and while this has been a tough decision it is 

recognised that there is a season for all things.  Thanks were given to Barbara 

Marks and all those who have faithfully served. 

• There is a GDPR letter being sent out to all, please sign this and return it as 

soon as possible. 

• The new leader of CAP in Crawley Rachel Dawson will be coming to speak to 

us sometime in July. 

• Next body Talk – Thursday 19
th

 July 2018. 

• Closing Prayer – Ian closed the meeting with prayer. 

 

Signed………………………………………………………. 

Dated…………………………………………………………. 

 


